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The **Old Colony Railroad™”
became a vital part of our
kves in those times and even
took on the nature of a family.
We grew 10 know the
conductors, the “‘trainmen’’,
the mail clerks and even the
engineers, and often by their
first names. That is why |
have entitled this reminis.
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because it was so much a pan
of the town and its people that
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gentlemen, | rest my case.”’
And the dismemberment of
the Old Colony Railroad
began.
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enormous invasions of the
public- treasury to build and
maintain and police our
highways. From the point of
view of cost alone there is just
no comparison between these
two methods of moving

le. Perhaps accompany-
ng the massive use of
automobiles we can give some
thought to a return to public
rai] transportation as we
enjoyed it under the benefit of
the **Ole Colony."’ which was
more than a means of
transportation, it was human
and friendly.

One experience of this
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with the dock standing at
515. Ran o the Subway, a
train was wamting at the
orm, raced up the South
ion escalator two steps at
a time and reached track 23
(Duxbary trains always left
from track 23) just as the
dispatcher was shotting the
e. Of course there was no
tme to stop to purchase a
tcket. | saw the tail end of
the train ffty vards or do

down the track and shouted:
“That’s our train. What sill
we do?”" and the dmspatcher

veplied ‘i that s wour trawn.
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And so we did. bag in hand,
down the Jong concrete
platform as fast a¢ we (nuld
g0 | knew that the trar went
dow !y vut of the statww and
dhrough the marshalling v aerds
9 there was at feast an even
dane thatwe'd makew [na
few monents the condwtor
and trainmen came ante the
rear  tramn platform  and
shouted encuuragement. We
were gaiming and s we
threw our suitcases into the
hands of the piatform cheer-
ers. and reallv ran By the
time we had conered another
hundred yards w ¢ had made 1t
and as we sank into our seats
the conductor finessed the
extra charge of 10 cents for a
passenger who boards the
train without a ticket. He said
we had earned that exemption
by such a good run.

I know of no other
community on the South
Shore that has immortalized
the Old Colony Railroad by s
many street signs. | believe
that the people of the town
have_ a real feeling of
gratitude for those glorious
days between the Clipper ship
and the automobile when we
had a kind and gentle way of
tavelling to Boston. ’



Se. Duxbery statien on Se. Staties St just acress frem the Clipper office.



